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AIND/Giant Steps CT School

Overview:
Giant Steps CT is a Connecticut State-approved private school for students diagnosed with ASD and/or other neurological impairments, ages 3-21 years. We
provide our students with a uniquely comprehensive program to meet their individual educational and therapeutic needs, while supporting meaningful
inclusion and participation in their home school district and community.

Mission:
In 1992, the American Institute for Neuro-Integrative Development (AIND), was formed as a 501(c)(3) Connecticut not-for-profit corporation to develop Giant
Steps CT School, and to support other education, medical research, and advocacy efforts to enhance the lives of individuals diagnosed with Autism Spectrum
Disorders (ASD), developmental disabilities, and related neurological impairments. Giant Steps CT is located in Southport, CT. Our students each benefit from an
individual 1:1 Instructional Assistant and receive the following services: Special Education, Occupational Therapy, Activities of Daily Living, Vocational
Programming, Speech and Language Therapy, Social Communication, Assistive Technology, Music Therapy and Adaptive Physical Education We also provide
behavioral support with Board Certified Behavioral Analysts as well as Physical Therapy as needed. We are fortunate to partner with a local school for a reverse
inclusionthe
program
and a local club
for a therapeutic
horse-back
riding program.
From
drop-down
menu
below, please
select
three questions you would like to answer about your charity.

Question 1: Share one of your best success stories.
Success comes in different forms. Our success stories vary from the non-verbal student who, through work with his team and through the use of assistive
technology is able to not only request basic needs, but share a joke or engage in social conversation. To the student who after several years here with us at
Giant Steps was able to transition back to his home school and is now on track for high school credits and hopes to graduate with his peers.

Question 2: How do you define success?
Success is defined on an individual basis. For some it includes working at the local hardware store, stocking shelves, pricing items, being a part of the
community and feeling pride in a job well done. For others, it is learning to use the bathroom or tie their shoes. Our successes are as individual as each of our
students.

Question 3: What would an additional $1,000 help you achieve?
An additional $1,000 would help us to further work on safety skills by installing a street crosswalk on campus with a working pedestrian light.

Individual contributions are always welcome!
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